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915 million ways to combine six LEGO bricks

When people used to visit the LEGO Group, one of the things they
were told was that there are 102,981,500 possible ways to combine six
eight-stud LEGO bricks of the same colour. But one day the Group
was contacted by a professor of mathematics who had calculated that
this figure was too low. With the aid of computer programming he had

calculated that the exact figure was 915,103,765. The discrepancy is ex-
plained by the fact that in the original method of calculation, the only
possibilities counted were the ones that eventually produce a column
six bricks high. But, of course, it is also possible to build the six bricks
— for example — in a chunk three bricks high. The difficulty in the early
1970s was that a computer was not available to perform that calcula-
tion. The correct figure has since been calculated at 915 million pos-
sibilities
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915 million:
. ways tocombine

E There are 915 million ways to combine six LEGO bricks S
¢ of the same colour.
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